St Mary’s Church Bottesford
Guidance for families applying for memorials and tending graves in our churchyard
The loss of a loved one is a sad and stressful time for all families and we recognise that memorials are a key part of providing a lasting memory.  We have produced these guidelines to ensure that families are aware of what is allowed in our lovely churchyard before meeting with stonemasons and considering detailed designs. 

Here at St Mary’s Bottesford, we follow the Churchyard Regulations laid down by the Diocese of Leicester, as amended by our Parish Regulations. Copies of the Diocesan Regulations are available on the Diocesan website, www.leicester.anglican.org/memorials-in-churchyards.   The Parish Regulations are available from the Parish Office. The Regulations clearly explain what is and isn’t allowed in our churchyard and we would encourage you to read them before you make your application.  For more information and guidance on any Churchyard matter, please contact the Parish Administrator on 01949 842859 or office@stmarysbottesford.co.uk.

A few points to note:
· Permission to erect a memorial must always be sought from the Team Rector. If a memorial is erected without the Rector’s handwritten consent, the memorial may be removed by the Chancellor, the Bishop of Leicester’s Senior Legal Officer.

· Our Rector has the authority to agree memorials which fall within the Churchyard Regulations, as amended by our Parish Regulations.  Any proposed memorials not meeting these guidelines - for example, requests for any engraved symbols other than a cross- require a faculty from the Chancellor for which a fee has to be paid (currently £179).  

· Memorials and their future maintenance are the responsibility of the family which provided them. 

· The existence in the churchyard of a similar memorial to the one desired does not automatically mean that permission will be granted as the Rector and Chancellor are not bound by previous decisions.

· Artificial flowers are NOT allowed except for Remembrance Day poppies and Christmas wreaths, which must be removed after 1 month.

Cremated Remains

Ashes (not in urns) may only be interred in our Garden of Remembrance or into an existing family grave.
No memorials are permitted within our Garden of Remembrance.  Instead, entries can be made in the Book of Remembrance situated in our Lady Chapel.  Please telephone the Parish Office (01949 842859) for an application form.  The current fee is £20. 

When ashes are interred into an existing family grave, additional inscriptions are allowed onto the existing grave memorial, provided that the addition matches the style and appearance of the earlier inscription (with the exception of gilded memorials) and is approved by the Rector.  Under the Regulations, the Rector is not able to authorise placing a new memorial within a grave with an existing memorial already in place; this requires a faculty application.

Guidelines on Memorials for Burials

Vertical Stones

	Height


	Adult

Child
	No more than 4 feet (1200mm) or less than 2 feet 6 inches (750mm) measured from the surface of the ground.

May be smaller, but no less than 2 feet (600mm) high

	Width


	Adult

Child
	No more than 3 feet (900mm) wide or less than 1 foot 8 inches (500mm) wide

1 foot 3inches (375mm) wide

	Thickness


	Adult

Child
	No more than 6 inches (150mm) thick, or less than 3 inches (75mm) thick.  If a slate memorial-may be thinner but no less than 40mm thick 

2 inches (50mm) thick


Horizontal Stones
These should be no larger than 7 feet (2100mm) by 3 feet (900mm) including the base, and should be flush with the ground so that a mower may pass freely over them.
Colour of Memorial Stone
We will usually accept applications for medium or dark grey granite, Yorkstone or black/grey slate.  No polished stones are allowed.
Colour of Lettering
Gilding or silvering of letters is not permitted by our Parish Regulations.  Instead please choose a natural finish or a finish in white, grey or black when choosing your lettering. 
Symbols
The only symbol that can be authorised by our Rector without a faculty is a plain cross.  All other symbols such as flowers or things of interest to the person, no matter how small, will need a faculty application.
Wording
Under the Regulations, the inscription should be simple and informative, and consistent with the Christian belief in life after death.  The following inscriptions, “In loving memory of…, Treasured memories of … and Rest in Peace” will usually fall within the Regulations, but each application will be considered individually.  For further guidance, please see the Parish Administrator.

Timing
Whilst the Regulations do not stipulate a period of time which must elapse before a headstone can be erected following a burial, for health and safety reasons concerning ground settlement, the Parochial Church Council have decided that six months must have passed from the date of burial before a headstone can be erected in St Mary’s churchyard.  Families can, of course, begin the application process for a headstone before this six month period has elapsed.
