Holy Week

This week is Holy Week, when Christians remember the special week leading up to Jesus Christ’s
death on the cross and rising again at Easter.

The churches in Bottesford and surrounding villages are closed at the moment to help prevent the
spread of coronavirus, so we can’t meet together to remember these amazing events. But we can
remember them in our homes!

Here are some thoughts and stories and prayers and things to do, to help us enter into that first Holy
Week, and to think about what this means for us today.

Maundy Thursday

On the Thursday of Holy Week, Christians
remember that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet
and that he celebrated the Last Supper with
them. But why is it called ‘Maundy’ Thursday?
The word ‘Maundy’ comes from the Latin word
‘mandatum’. This means commandment, or ‘something | tell you to do’. Itis ‘Maundy Thursday’
because during the Last Supper Jesus commanded his disciples (told them) to love and serve each
another.

Let’s enter into that first Maundy Thursday and remember...
The Story

If you have a Children’s Bible at home, or an Easter story book more suited to the age of
your children, then do use that!



esus wasking is disoples’feet (Ut & gosped] Chapter 13, verses 1-17 - International Chitiren s Bibtle)

12 was alwost tine for the Jewich Passover Feast, Jesus kaew that it was line for kin to leave this world and g0 baok to
the [ather. te had ddlvays loved those who were kis aun i the world and he loved them ol the way o the end,

Jesus and kis followers were at the evening meal, [he deoi had abready persuaded Judas (ecariot to tarn apainst Jesus.
(Vadas was the son of Simon. )

Jesus bnew that the [ather kad given kin power aver everythip. fle abes bnew that ke had come from God ind was gainp
back s Gud,

o durig the meal Jesus stood ap and ook off kis sater clothing. Taking a towed] ke wrapped it aroand his waist; Thex e
poared water ito a bowl and began b0 wash Che ﬁ/ﬁm 'p‘u&f te dricd them with the towel that was wrapped aroand
ki,

Jesus came to Sinon Poter. But Peter suil to Jesus, Lord] are you goinp o wash my foet?” Jesas answered, Yo don ¢
wnderstand what [ an doig wow, Bat you il andorstand later, * Peter suid]
Wo! You witl never wask my feet. * esus answered T [ don ¢ wask gour foet, then you are not oe of my pespte, *

Sinon Peter axswered, Lord after you wash my feet, wash my hands and my head) too/” Jesus suid] After a person has
had a bath, kis whote body i otean, e needs only o wash his foet, Find you wen are cboan, bat not il of you. * Jesus
brew who would turn apainst ki, That ie why Jesus sail] ot ol of gou are oloan,”

Wher ke kad fivisked washing their feet, ke put on hie clythes and eat down apai, Jesus asked, Db you understond what /
have just dowe for you? You call me Teasker’ and Lord, ' Ard this i mpht, becanse that ie what [ am, (| gour Lord and
Teacker, kave wasked your foet, So you abes chould wash each other & foet,

[ dil thie as mr ua/ryé fw*;m, J’a,aa shoald do as [ have /m,ﬁf,aa. /Mﬂa the trath, Amt/&mb‘;mfof
than kie master, £ messenper e 1ot preater than the one who sent ki,

/fﬂa Kow hese thixgs, o will be ,éy,o; /f’m do them,

Now that you have heard the story of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, | wonder...

e How did this story make you feel?

e Have you ever had your feet washed
by someone else? How did it feel?

e How would it feel if it was your mum
washing your feet? Q

e How about if the Queen washed your
feet? Or your favourite football
player, or superhero, or singer, or
gamer?

e Where were you in this story? Were
you Jesus, doing the washing? Or
Peter, wondering what it was all about? Or Judas, knowing that you would betray Jesus?

In the Palm Sunday story, we remember that Jesus comes into Jerusalem on a donkey, and the
crowd shouted Hosanna because he is their King. Now in the foot washing story, here is their King



doing something that a servant in the house would do — washing feet. Dusty, smelly feet! It didn’t
feel right.

In this foot washing story, Jesus gives us a sign. | like signs. They are things that show us the way.
He shows us that to be a follower of Jesus, like his disciples were, we must serve each other. We
must do things for other people like Jesus did.

This week, what can you do for someone else? If it's always your mum that makes you a drink,
maybe you can make her one? If it’s always your dad who reads you a story, you can tell him one!

A Craft

The meal in this story when Jesus washed his disciples’
feet is also known as The Last Supper, because it was the
last meal that Jesus shared with his friends. Hereis a
simple way to ‘make’ The Last Supper using paper, pens
and a small box.

Good Friday

Everyone always asks why is it called ‘Good’ Friday when it
is the day that Jesus dies on the cross. It's a good question.
Let’s see if we can answer that together...

After The Last Supper has finished, Jesus goes out to pray in
the garden. He is arrested, asked questions by the
authorities and finally, the same crowd that shouted
Hosanna on Palm Sunday, shout out “Crucify him”, which
means they want him to die on a wooden cross.

This part is a sad story, and it is OK to feel sad about it.

The Story
The death of Jesus (Unkn s gospel] Chapter 19, verses 76-79, 26-30)
$o Ptate pave Jesas to then to be kitled o a oross, The soldiors took oharge of Vesus,

Carrying kis oun oross, Jesus went out 1o a plase called The Place of the Skull, (th the Jewish lugaspe this plase ie
called Gobpotha,) There they wailed Uesas 0o the oross. They aloo pat tun other e on orosses, one ox eash side of
Jesus with Uesas in the midlle,

Pltate wrote a sipx and pat /¢ on the oross, [t read: TESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS,”

esus saw hie wother. fte abes eaw the follower ke thved stardip there, e suil to kis mother, Dear womar, here ie your
son,” Thex e sail &0 the follower, Hore i your mother.” From that line on, this follower took her Vo hve ix kit howe,



After this, Jesus bnew that everythisy had beex done. 7o make the Semptare come trme, ke sail] T am thirsty, " There
was a jar ol of vinepar there, so the sofllers soaked a sponge in /¥, Then they put the sponge on a branoh of a kyserp
plant wd lfted it to Jesus” mouth,

esus tasted the vivegar. Then ke suil Tt is finished, ” fo bowed his head and did,

Now that we have read about how Jesus died, | wonder....

e How did this story make you feel? f

e How do you think the crowd felt who had shouted,
“Crucify him”? Have you ever wished for something
bad to happen to someone that you didn’t like? How
would you feel if it actually happened?

e How do you think Jesus felt? He had to carry his own
cross. Have you ever had to carry something that was
really too heavy for you?

e Jesus made sure his own mother had someone to look
after her after he dies. How easy is it to think of other
people when you are in trouble yourself?

A Craft

You can make your own Easter garden like the one in the picture above! You need some kind of
garden tray, some soil, a small plant pot or small cardboard tube to be the tomb Jesus is buried in, a
large stone to cover the entrance to the tomb, and three wooden crosses (you can lash together two
twigs to make each cross, or else use lollipop sticks).

So how is this story ‘good’?

This is entering into the mystery of the Easter story, and it’s ok to feel
that it’s tricky to understand. Have you ever heard Jesus called the
Saviour — someone who saves? Have you ever wondered who he saves,
and what from? So, the ‘good’ news of this story is that if you are a
follower of Jesus today, when he died on the cross all that time ago, he
took with him all the bad things you have done and will ever do. He
took them so that when you do something wrong, and you are sorry for
it, you can pray about it to God, and he will forgive you.

Jesus saves you and me from our sins, from the things that we do
wrong, so long as we love God and we are sorry for what we have done.

Perhaps you can make a paper cross like the one above, and write on it some of the things you know
you have done wrong — like not sharing your favourite toy with your brother, or calling someone
names in the playground... In some quiet time you can say sorry to God for each one.

A Prayer

Dear God thank gou that you love as and hear our pragers. We are sorry for...... Please forgive
as, flelh as to think about other peqple bofore surselres, Anen,



Easter Sunday

Easter Day is usually the biggest party the Church has all year! We
have already heard and thought about why Jesus dying on the
cross is ‘good news’ for me and you. What Easter Day reminds us
is that Jesus dying on the cross wasn’t the end of this story...
because in three days Jesus rose from the dead and is alive with us
today! (This is more of the mystery of Easter, and it is still ok to
think it is tricky to understand.)

This year, we will have to party at home with our families —which is also ‘good’! | wonder if you
have already had some treats today, like a chocolate egg or two maybe! Perhaps you can’t see other
members of your family today, like your grandparents, because we are all helping to stop people
getting coronavirus. Butyou can call them, or see them on your computer.

This is a happy ending to the Easter story, and it is definitely ok to feel happy about it!
The Story

After Jesus died on the cross, his body was taken down and buried in a tomb, with a large stone
covering the entrance.

The Lapty Tomb (Ut s gospel, Chapter 20, verses 7-18)

Larby on the first day of the week, Mary Mapdatore went to the tonb, 1t was still dark, Mary caw that the burge slone
tad beex moved away from the tond,

So Mary ran to Siron Peter and the other follwer (the oe Jesus loved), Mary sail, They kave token the Lord ot of
the tomb, We don t Kuow where they kave pat ki, $o Petor and the other follwer started for the tond,

They were both ramning, bat the other follower ran fuster than Poter. So the other follower reacked the tond first, fe
bent down and booked v, He saw the strps of fven oloth bying there, bat ke dil wot go in, Then following hin came Sinon
Poter, te weat into the tomb and saw the etrps of linen bying there, (fo abeo saw the oboth that kad beex around Uesus’
kead, The oloth was ﬁﬂd @ and luid i a éﬁémf /dw& ﬁwr the strps af liren.

Then the other follower, who kad reasked the tonb finst, aleo went ir, te caw nd belioved, (These followers did rot
et uderstand from the Somplares that Jesus must rize from death,) Then the followers went baok fhone.,

But Mory stod oulside the tont, orging, White she was sttt erging, she bent down and tooked ixsile the tonb, She saw
two appele dressed ix white, They were ithinp where Jesus’ body fad been, one at the kead and one at the feet,

They asked ker, Womn, why are you oryinp?” Ske mewered) They kave taken away my Lord, { dox t now where they
kave put bin,©  Whex Mary sud this, she tarwed aroard and saw esas standing there, But she dil w0t bnow that it was

esus,



Jesus asked her, Woman, why are gou orginp ? Whom are you tookip for 7" Mary thoagpht ke was the pardener. o she
sail o kin, Did goa takle tin away, sie? Tell me where you pat ki, and [ with get kin.” Jesus sail to ker, Mary.
Mary tarned toward Jesas and suil i the Jewish tugasge, Rubponi.” (This mears Teacher.)

Jesus sail o her, Don't hold me. [ have not yet gone ap U the Father. Bat po to my brothers ard tell them this: 7 am
poinp baok lo my Father wd your Father. [ an poinp back lo my God and your God. ™ Mary Mapdatone went and suidl to
the followers, 1 saw the Lord/" And she told then what Jesas had said o her.

Now that we have heard about how Jesus rose from the dead and is alive, | wonder...

e How did this story make you feel?

e This story has angels in it. Have you ever dressed up
as an angel? Can you think of other Bible stories
that have angels in them?

e Where are you in this story? Are you Simon and the
other follower of Jesus, who raced to the tomb? Are
you Mary Magdalene, who thought Jesus was the
gardener? Are you an angel, or Jesus?

e Maybe you could act out this part of the story?

If you made an Easter garden, today’s the day to move the large stone away from the entrance of
the tomb, because Jesus isn’t there, he has risen from the dead! This is good news for you and me
because now that Jesus is alive, he is able to be with us every day, right now.

This is good to know at the moment, because of the coronavirus situation. You might be worried
because your school is closed and you can’t see your friends, or because you can’t visit your family
who don’t live with you. It is ok to be worried and it is good to talk to someone when you feel this
way, like your mum. When you are a follower of Jesus, you can also talk to God in a prayer about
your worries, and ask him to help you.

Jesus is alive today, and he promises to be with us, when we
are happy and sad, excited and worried, because he loves
us.

And the next time you eat a hot cross bun... | hope you
remember something of this first Easter story.

| hope you have a very Happy Easter.




